
From Simple to Complex: 
Matching, Sorting, Comparing, Ordering, Patterning

Matching, sorting, comparing, ordering and patterning are essential pre-number 
concepts/skills that children should develop before learning about numbers. The 
suggested learning and developmental progression of the pre-number concepts and 
skills is shown in the table below.

This resource is adapted from pages 18 to 19 of NEL Educators’ Guide for Numeracy 2022. 
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